
Trust the Story
a study of the Bible Timeline

Joseph and Pharaoh
The word “beginning” in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word “re’shiyth
(ray-sheeth’)” which means “first, beginning, best, chief.”

the Creation story was both first in timeline order and first in
importance in the biblical narrative.

After Creation, God saw that his creation was good. He trusted the
story.
Abraham trusted the story and followed God.

Because Abraham followed God, he was given a son, Isaac, who
had sons, Esau and Jacob.
Jacob was blessed and had 12 sons, which would become the 12
tribes of Israel.

Jacob’s son, Joseph, was sold into slavery by his brothers.
Joseph was elevated and humbled in vicious cycles: father’s favorite
--> sold as a slave. Head of Potiphar’s household --> wrongfully
accused and thrown in prison. Head of prisoners --> forgotten.
After Pharaoh had disturbing dreams, his cupbearer finally
remembered Joseph and his ability to interpret dreams.
Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams.

Seven skinny cows ate seven fat cows in one dream.
In another dream, seven thin, dried out heads of grain ate seven
healthy, good heads of grain.

Joseph told Pharaoh these dreams meant there would be
seven years with plenty of food (represented by the seven
fat cows and seven heads of healthy, good grain) followed
by seven years of famine (represented by the skinny cows
and seven heads of thin, dried out grain).
Joseph told Pharaoh to prepare for the seven bad years
by saving food during the seven good years.

Joseph did not take credit for interpreting the dreams. Instead,
he trusted the Story and gave God the glory.

Pharaoh appointed Joseph as second in command in all of Egypt.


