
Trust the Story
a study of the Bible Timeline

Esau and Jacob
The word "beginning" in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word "re'shiyth
(ray-sheeth')" which means "first, beginning, best, chief."

the Creation story was both first in timeline order and first in
importance in the biblical narrative.

After Creation, God saw that his creation was good. He trusted the
story.
Abraham trusted the story and followed God.

Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah when they were 100 and
90 years old, respectively.

Isaac was also married to a wife who was barren (just like his
father, Abraham)
God blessed Isaac and his wife, Rebekah, and allowed them to have
twin sons.

The sons were named Esau and Jacob.
"Esau" means "hairy" or "hard worker" and "Jacob" means
"one who grasps at the heal" or "trickster."

While Rebekah was pregnant, the brothers "struggled together
within her."

God told Rebekah the older (Esau) would serve the younger
(Jacob)

With the help of his mother, Jacob tricked his father, Isaac, into
giving him his brother's blessing.

Once Isaac said the words of the blessing, he could not undo it
or take it back.

Esau came back from a hunting trip expecting to receive his father's
blessing, only to find out it had mistakenly been given to Jacob.

Esau was angry with Jacob, and Jacob ran for his life.
It appears in this story that deception is what made Jacob great.
It's hard understand exactly why it happened like that, but we know
God knew all along the older would serve the younger.
Even when it's hard, we must trust the story and God's goodness.


