
Trust the Story
a study of the Bible Timeline

Creation
The word “beginning” in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word “re’shiyth
(ray-sheeth’)” which means “first, beginning, best, chief.”

the Creation story was both first in timeline order and first in
importance in the biblical narrative.

After Creation, God saw that his creation was good. He trusted the
story.
the Creation narrative is well-constructed order of events in 2
groups of 3 (plus a day of rest at the end).

Day 1: creation of light
Day 2: Creation of water and sky

Day 3: Creation of land and plants
Day 4: Creation of sun, moon, and stars (givers of light)

Day 5: Creation of birds and fish (inhabitants of water and
sky

Day 6: Creation of land animals and people
(inhabitants of land)

God saved a special designation for his crowned jewel of creation,
humanity: we were made in his image.

When the Bible mentions we are made in God’s image, all we
knew about God is that he is eternal (Genesis 1:1), he is a
plurality (Genesis 1:26), and he is a creator (Genesis 1).

We are eternal beings, we are a plurality (body, mind,
spirit), and we are creators.

What part of Creation do you see that makes you immediately think
“I trust the goodness of God’s Story”?



Trust the Story
a study of the Bible Timeline

The Fall of Humanity
The word “beginning” in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word “re’shiyth
(ray-sheeth’)” which means “first, beginning, best, chief.”

the Creation story was both first in timeline order and first in
importance in the biblical narrative.

After Creation, God saw that his creation was good. He trusted the
story.
Adam and Eve were the first humans and the only part of creation
made “imago dei” or “in the image of God.”
Adam was made first, and his lack of companionship shows how
greatly we need community.
Eve was made from Adam, showing Adam’s and Eve’s mutual
dependence on each other.
Adam and Eve had one rule: don’t eat the fruit from the forbidden
tree.
Adam and Eve failed to trust the story and the goodness of God and
ate the fruit from the tree.
The real sin of Adam and Eve was pride.

The serpent told them they would be like God.
Adam and Eve wanted to be great like God.

Ironically, Adam and Eve truly did discover the difference
between good and evil. They had previously been naive to
evil.

Even though Adam and Eve didn’t trust the goodness of the story of
God, it didn’t end when they messed it up.
This sparked a new chapter in God’s story in which God continuously
works to reunite himself with the crowned jewel of his Creation.
The real punishment for Adam and Eve was not banishment or death
- it was separation from God.

One day we will again be in perfect community with God.


